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Postcards

ohn Hinde postcards were as

familiar as fish and chips and

funfairs in the two decades

from the late 19505, Millions

were bought and sent, and
many still survive today, They each
represent a moment in time, ¢ apturing
families at leisure, the fashion, cars,
planes and buses of the day,

Juhn Hinde, who was born in Strec 1,
Somerset, always had an interest in
photography. In 1931 when he was 15,

b experimented with a pin hole camers
and twi years later he made his firgt
cxperiments in colour photography while
o holiday with his parenis in Nog way, Hi
took many photographs and developed
the negatives himself

42

John Hinde Ltd was started in 1957,
when John and Jutta Hinde acquired an
empty house in Bulloch Harbour, D
Co Dublin. In the early days of the
company, John Hinde took many of the
photographs that were used for posteards
as well as employing photographers
Elmar Ludwig, Edmund Nagele, Joan
Willis and David Noble

He stopped taking photography
the company in 1967 exc ept during
his annual working trips to Africa,
Meanwhile his photographers worked
120 countries and contributed (o
the development of the world's most
suecesstul posteard company wigly
sales of over 50 million Posteardy
Hinde sold the « ompany in 1972
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Michelle Abadie
celebrates an important
figure in the history of
colour photography

Each photograph is innovative in its
use of colour and stage-management,
Shot with large format cameras, the
production of thege photographs was an
extraordinary undertaking,

Up to five transparencies were shot for
each posteurd, Sometimes photographers
had to wait 1 4 1o ation for o weel for
the right sky 1o materialise. 1f this wasn't
achieved, (he re touchers used pioneering

POSEproduction (e linigues such og

adding y Suitahle! sky by manually cutting
asky fram one 1}

angparency and pasting
tonto anoth e

he actial Lrang
Sometimes
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iparencies were
' Panted to pet an item of
e right colouy

Ihe I’l””“ulnph» here document the

Best of Britigh - Ogtoben 2018

opposite: An original photograph of City
of London Policeman which was yseq for
the postcard, showing the little boy's hand-
coloured jumper, which was painted direc
to the 5x4 transparency. Top; Piccadilly Clir
by John Hinde. Middle: Motor Racing at 5t
Ouen's Bay, Jersey. Bottom; Piccadilly by Night,
All photographs, unless otherwise credited,
taken by Elmar Ludwig.
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postwar boom in the lel;ure industry as t
became an integral part of Britain's socia] and
cultural history. They chronicle the rise in
modernism, hope and positivity in the spirit
of the Festival of Britain,

If it wasn't for John Hinde and his
photographers, there wouldn't be colour
photographic records of many of these cities,
monuments, and seaside towns. The images
have been used by lawyers and surveyors as
the only existing reference, for example, for
rebuilding a clock tower or getting planning
permission to rebuild a crofter’s cottage.

Like Marcus Davies, my co-founder
of John Hinde Collection, [ have been an
avid collector of John Hinde postcards
for many years, In 2010, John Hinde Ltd
entrusted us with digitally restoring a set
of transparencies, which were originally
used to print the world-famous postcards.
Permission was also granted to produce
a series of limited edition, archival prints,
unadulterated photographs, showing the
image in all its true reality before edits,
additions and exaggerations.

The quality and time invested ig the
original photographs and production was
far greater than was needed to pro.duce a ]
postcard. It is through the restoration wor! :
of the original transparencies that their trLLlu
quality, saturation and vibrance is reveale
and shared across these pages and a newly
published book, John Hinde Collection:

As the originals were phumgluphcd using ”
large Ii)l'll;‘ll cameras, dcl.lils'nl tiny lsulnt:he
groups of people, which aren l»ubvmus in ot
postcards, can be enlarged while nmmt'.n‘n g
picture quality, giving the impression t IL‘“H
viewer is prying into these private momens
of peoples’ lives from 50 )‘L‘ill.\}l%’,ﬂ- e
For the full list of limited-edition prn: o
and restored John Hinde transparencies;
visit www.johnhindecollection.com

Featuring
53 colour
images, the
John Hinde
Collection
I8 available,
priced £16
(plus P&P)
from
Johnhinde
collection,com/ th“I‘I“dLb

ookihtm!
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